
Medieval Music             Fall 2018 
TR 11:00-12:20                    MU 322 
MUTH 5680 / 6680                Dr. Justin Lavacek 
 

Syllabus 

Email: Justin.Lavacek@unt.edu 

Office: MU 212  Hours: MT 10-11am and by appointment 

 

Goal of the course: An exploration of the foundations of western art music, especially French music ca. 
800-1400.  We will examine medieval music in two ways: 1) through analysis of medieval manuscripts in 
their original notation (sometimes also transcribed) and 2) through readings both medieval and by the 
preeminent modern theorists of medieval music.  Our analytical attention will focus on issues of pitch 
organization, theoretical mode, rhythm and meter, harmonic vocabulary, harmonic syntax, 
counterpoint, text setting, and cadence.  Our study will be organized broadly in three units, tracing the 
developments of the three major medieval genres of composition: chant (monophonic), organum 
(burgeoning polyphony), and motets (mature polyphony). 

 

Graded work: (subject to slight change) 
3 papers  100 pts   =300 pts total 

  1 presentation  25 pts   =25 pts 
  3 quizzes  25 pts   =75 pts 
        400 points semester 
 
Papers will be about 10 pages, one for each broad genre listed above.  They will include both questions 
relating to treatise readings as well as some analysis of a given score. 
 
Presentations will be about 10 minutes on your analysis of a chosen 14th-century motet (among given 
choices).  Handing out a score to the class, you will discuss aspects of pitch organization, cadence, 
rhythm and meter, isorhythm, counterpoint, and present a harmonic reduction. 
 
Quizzes will be modest, including style identification of unidentified works and some analysis. 
 
Grading scale: A: 100-90%, B: 89-80%, C: 79-70%, D: 69-60%, F: 59-0% 
 
Penalty for late work: -20% per class day late 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 

Students caught cheating or plagiarizing will receive a "0" for that particular assignment or exam 
[or specify alternative sanction, such as course failure]. Additionally, the incident will be reported 
to the Dean of Students, who may impose further penalty. According to the UNT catalog, the 
term “cheating" includes, but is not limited to: a. use of any unauthorized assistance in taking 
quizzes, tests, or examinations; b. dependence upon the aid of sources beyond those 
authorized by the instructor in writing papers, preparing reports, solving problems, or carrying 
out other assignments; c. the acquisition, without permission, of tests or other academic 
material belonging to a faculty or staff member of the university; d. dual submission of a paper 
or project, or resubmission of a paper or project to a different class without express permission 
from the instructor(s); or e. any other act designed to give a student an unfair advantage. The 
term “plagiarism” includes, but is not limited to: a. the knowing or negligent use by paraphrase 
or direct quotation of the published or unpublished work of another person without full and clear 
acknowledgment; and b. the knowing or negligent unacknowledged use of materials prepared 
by another person or agency engaged in the selling of term papers or other academic 
materials.  

LINK:  http://vpaa.unt.edu/dcgcover/resources/integrity 

 

STUDENT BEHAVIOR  

Student behavior that interferes with an instructor’s ability to conduct a class or other students' 
opportunity to learn is unacceptable and disruptive and will not be tolerated in any instructional 
forum at UNT. Students engaging in unacceptable behavior will be directed to leave the 
classroom and the instructor may refer the student to the Dean of Students to consider whether 
the student's conduct violated the Code of Student Conduct. The university's expectations for 
student conduct apply to all instructional forums, including university and electronic classroom, 
labs, discussion groups, field trips, etc.  

LINK:  Student Code of Conduct -  https://deanofstudents.unt.edu/conduct 

 

ACCESS TO INFORMATION – EAGLE CONNECT  

Your access point for business and academic services at UNT occurs at my.unt.edu. All official 
communication from the university will be delivered to your Eagle Connect account.  For more 
information, please visit the website that explains Eagle Connect.   

LINK:   eagleconnect.unt.edu/  

 

ODA STATEMENT  

The University of North Texas makes reasonable academic accommodation for students with 
disabilities. Students seeking accommodation must first register with the Office of Disability 
Accommodation (ODA) to verify their eligibility. If a disability is verified, the ODA will provide you 
with an accommodation letter to be delivered to faculty to begin a private discussion regarding 



your specific needs in a course. You may request accommodations at any time, however, ODA 
notices of accommodation should be provided as early as possible in the semester to avoid any 
delay in implementation. Note that students must obtain a new letter of accommodation for 
every semester and must meet with each faculty member prior to implementation in each class. 
For additional information see the Office of Disability Accommodation. 

LINK:  disability.unt.edu. (Phone: (940) 565-4323) 

 

2018-2019 Semester Academic Schedule (with Add/Drop Dates) 

http://catalog.unt.edu/content.php?catoid=20&navoid=2120 

 

Academic Calendar at a Glance, 2018-2019 

https://www.unt.edu/catalogs/2018-19/calendar 

 

Final Exam Schedule 

https://registrar.unt.edu/exams/final-exam-schedule/fall  

 

Financial Aid and Satisfactory Academic Progress 

Undergraduates 

A student must maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) to continue to receive financial 
aid.  Students must maintain a minimum 2.0 cumulative GPA in addition to successfully 
completing a required number of credit hours based on total registered hours per 
term.   Students cannot exceed attempted credit hours above 150% of their required degree 
plan.  If a student does not maintain the required standards, the student may lose their financial 
aid eligibility. 

 

Students holding music scholarships must maintain a minimum 2.5 overall cumulative GPA and 
3.0 cumulative GPA in music courses. 

 

If at any point you consider dropping this or any other course, please be advised that the 
decision to do so may have the potential to affect your current and future financial aid eligibility. 
It is recommended that you to schedule a meeting with an academic advisor in your college or 
visit the Student Financial Aid and Scholarships office to discuss dropping a course being doing 
so. 

LINK:   http://financialaid.unt.edu/sap 

  



Graduates 

A student must maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) to continue to receive financial 
aid. Students must maintain a minimum 3.0 cumulative GPA in addition to successfully 
completing a required number of credit hours based on total registered hours per term. Music 
scholarships require a 3.5 cumulative GPA.  Students cannot exceed maximum timeframes 
established based on the published length of the graduate program.  If a student does not 
maintain the required standards, the student may lose their financial aid eligibility.    

 

If at any point you consider dropping this or any other course, please be advised that the 
decision to do so may have the potential to affect your current and future financial aid eligibility. 
It is recommended you schedule a meeting with an academic advisor in your college, an advisor 
in UNT-International or visit the Student Financial Aid and Scholarships office to discuss 
dropping a course. 

LINK:   http://financialaid.unt.edu/sap 

 

RETENTION OF STUDENT RECORDS  

Student records pertaining to this course are maintained in a secure location by the instructor of 
record. All records such as exams, answer sheets (with keys), and written papers submitted 
during the duration of the course are kept for at least one calendar year after course completion. 
Course work completed via the Blackboard/Canvas online system, including grading information 
and comments, is also stored in a safe electronic environment for one year. You have a right to 
view your individual record; however, information about your records will not be divulged to 
other individuals without the proper written consent. You are encouraged to review the Public 
Information Policy and the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) laws and the 
university’s policy in accordance with those mandates. 

Link: http://ferpa.unt.edu/ 

 

COUNSELING AND TESTING 

UNT’s Center for Counseling and Testing has an available counselor whose position includes 
16 hours per week of dedicated service to students in the College of Music and the College of 
Visual Arts and Design.  Please visit the Center’s website for further information:  
http://studentaffairs.unt.edu/counseling-and-testing-services.  For more information on mental 
health issues, please visit:  https://speakout.unt.edu. 

The counselor for music students is: 

Myriam Reynolds 

Chestnut Hall, Suite 311 

(940) 565-2741 

Myriam.reynolds@unt.edu  



Medieval Music Fall 2018
MUTH 5680/6680 TR 11:00-12:20
Dr. Lavacek MU 322

Week Day Date Topic Reading or Assignment Due
1 T 28-Aug intro to chant and modality

R 30-Aug discuss Wilson Wilson- Roman-Gallican Chant
2 T 4-Sep discuss Fuller; transcribe chant modality 2, Guido- Micrologus  on organum Fuller- Early Polpyhony to ~1200

R 6-Sep analysis: parallel, oblique, & free organum; versus; conductus
3 T 11-Sep discuss ME; organum comparison (Respondens & Angelus) Musica enchiriadis

R 13-Sep "Ad organum faciendum;" build your own organum
4 T 18-Sep discuss Guido and SE; Memory and organum (Busse Berger); organum notation 2 Micrologus  & Scolica enchiriadis

R 20-Sep Notre Dame polyphony: clausulae, organum duplum & triplum
5 T 25-Sep discuss pseudo-Odo; build monochord Project 1- early polyphony; pseudo-Odo

R 27-Sep Notre Dame polyphony II: Sederunt & Viderunt
6 T 2-Oct discuss Everist Everist- The 13th Century

R 4-Oct analysis: 13th-c. motets
7 T 9-Oct discuss Anonymous IV; Ars antiqua motet classwork Anonymous IV

R 11-Oct discuss Franco; Tout solas/Bone armour, J'ai mis/Je n'en puis/Puerorum Franco- Ars cantus mensurabilis
8 T 16-Oct discuss Smith, finish Puerorum reduction Smith- An Early 13th-c Motet

R 18-Oct Solem justicie / Solem, Dulciflua, & Jhesu fili summi / [Tenor]
9 T 23-Oct discuss Crocker; Inviolata Crocker- Discant, Counterpoint, Harmony

R 25-Oct Machaut motets- M1 & M4
10 T 30-Oct discuss Fuller; analysis of M4 Paper 2- modal rhythm; Fuller- On sonority

R 1-Nov SMT travel day (no class)
11 T 6-Nov discuss Bain; Puis qu'en oubli Bain- Theorizing the Cadence in Machaut

R 8-Nov Ars nova motet analysis project
12 T 13-Nov discuss Clark; A vous vierge / Ad te, virgo / Regnum mundi Clark- Hearing Machaut's Motets

R 15-Nov Machaut- Messe de Nostre Dame
13 T 20-Nov discuss Maw; Dame, vostre doulze viaire (Schenker); Se Calaas; Belle, bonne, sage Maw- Liege cadentia

R 22-Nov Thanksgiving (no classes)
14 T 27-Nov Senleches- Fuions de ci; Ave miles celestis; Machaut- M12

R 29-Nov discuss Leach; Machaut: "Amours me fait desirer" Leach- Ctp and Analysis in 14th-c Song
15 T 4-Dec Dawn of the Renaissance: Quam pulchra es, Agincourt Carol, Ave  Regina Coelorum

R 6-Dec Dufay Day: "Mon chier amy" and "Nuper rosarum flores"

T 11-Dec Final Paper due over email Final Paper


